Minimal change nephrotic syndrome revealing solid tumors.
In 2 patients with the nephrotic syndrome, unsuspected solid tumors were found. One was a small cell lung carcinoma, accompanied with the syndrome of inappropriate ADH secretion. The other was a cancer of the breast with lymph node and bone metastases. In both, renal biopsy showed minimal change disease without immune complex deposits. There are only 14 other reported cases of paraneoplastic lipoid nephrosis complicating solid tumors. Such cases lead to the discussion on the respective roles of tumor cell gene product(s) inducing proteinuria and of lymphokine secretion by lymphocytes directed against the tumor itself. Cancer should be considered as a possible etiology of the minimal change nephrotic syndrome in the adult.